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Grade Level Number of Students Number of Classes Average Class Size
Multi-grade Special Ed 93 17.0 5.5
Pre-kindergarten 1,675 88.9 18.8
Kindergarten 3,124 139.0 22.5
Grade 1 3,246 135.2 24.0
Grade 2 3,192 130.8 24.4
Grade 3 3,096 126.2 24.5
Grade 4 2,899 113.1 25.6
Grade 5 2,693 105.8 25.5
Grade 1-5 Total 15,126 611.0 24.8

Introduction

The following report indicates class sizes in elementary grades in St Paul Public Schools based on October 16, 
2015 enrollments.  It shows first a table for the district as a whole, then a table for each individual school within 
the district.  Each table shows the number of students in each grade, the number of classes for that grade, and 
the average class size for that grade.  Where there are classes that include more than one grade, the number of 
classes is prorated between the grades, except for those schools that use multi-grade groupings as an essential 
part of their educational approach.  In those cases, the multiple grades are reported together.

The numbers in the report represent actual students per classroom.  In most cases, additional teachers share 
the instructional duties, either working with the homeroom teacher in the classroom or working with selected 
groups of students elsewhere in the school.  For the most part, these teachers work with students with special 
educational needs.  Many of these teachers are paid either from federal funds or from special state allocations 
that are separate from general educational revenue.  The three largest such groups are teachers of English 
Language Learners, Title I teachers, and Special Education teachers.  Specialists in such subjects as art, music, 
and physical education are paid from general education revenue but are generally not included in the figures in 
this report.

Starting this year, two changes have been made to the methodology for this report.  

First, the number of students is based on October 16, 2015 enrollments.  In previous years, it was based on 
preliminary October 1 enrollments.  This change was made due to fluctuations in enrollments between October 
1 and mid-October.  Although enrollments continue to change over the course of the year, the student 
enrollment count on October 16 gives a more stable, accurate view of student experiences in the classroom.

Second, this report includes students in self-contained Special Education programs (Bridge View and River East) 
that were not included in previous years.  This change was made with the specific intention of being inclusive of 
all students in St Paul Public Schools.  

Therefore, the average class sizes in this report are not comparable to the average class sizes in previous years' 
reports.
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